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Dear Minister
Congratulations on your recent re-appointment as Minister for Public Health. We would like to
request a joint meeting with the organisations below to discuss the Government’s position and future
plans with regards to growing concerns about the links between exposure to harmful chemicals, ill
health and disease.
An increase in adult and childhood obesity, a growth in diabetes and the alarming prediction that half
of us will suffer from cancer at some point in our lives, is placing an enormous and unsustainable
burden on the NHS and could have catastrophic effects on our economy, unless more is done to
improve public health. Whilst we welcome the Government’s recognition that there is an urgent need
for better prevention measures, we are disappointed that these measures do not yet include plans to
tackle exposures to harmful chemicals, such as endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs), at home, in the
workplace or the wider environment.
As you will know, there is growing global concern1 and an increasing wealth of scientific data that
suggests there is a link between our daily exposures to harmful chemicals and our vulnerability to ill
health. There is now strong evidence to suggest that EDCs are linked to a wide range of illnesses and
diseases including a number of endocrine-related cancers (e.g phthalates and parabens in breast
cancer2,3,, organochlorine pesticides, PCBs and aluminium in prostate cancer4,5,6 and methoxychlor,
an organochlorine pesticide and triclosan, in ovarian cancer7); obesity8 and diabetes9 as well as
infertility, reproductive problems, miscarriage10, immune system performance (e.g. children’s
response to vaccines11); and neurodevelopmental disabilities such as autism and attention-deficit
hyperactivity disorder12,13. The estimated cost to the EU of endocrine disrupting chemical exposures
is thought to be well in excess of €157 billion a year (£108.5 billion)14. One study estimated that the
health cost to the UK of endocrine related diseases is likely to be excess of €80 million a year
(£58million)15.
In 2012 the World Health Organisation stated that; “worldwide, there has been a failure to adequately
address the underlying environmental causes of trends in endocrine diseases and disorders. Health‐
care systems do not have mechanisms in place to address the contribution of environmental risk
factors to endocrine disorders. The benefits that can be reaped by adopting primary preventive
measures for dealing with these diseases and disorders have remained largely unrealized.” 16
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The EU is slowly taking steps to establish criteria for identifying EDCs, the USA has convened specialist
panels to discuss and implement improved measures to tackle environmental exposures and the
French Government has produce a National Strategy on EDCs.
It is in the interests of public health that the UK plays its part in ensuring that the public are protected
from EDCs, both through national action and through acting as a positive player at EU level. This is
why we would like to meet to discuss what plans your Department has with regards to UK and EU
action on EDCs.
We hope you can find time in your diary to meet with us to discuss this important subject.
We look forward to hearing from you.
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